
ВСЕРОССИЙСКАЯ ОЛИМПИАДА ШКОЛЬНИКОВ ПО АНГЛИЙСКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ 
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Part 1 (15 minutes)        

Listening (10 points) 

Listen to the text and mark the sentences 1–10 T (True), F (False) or NS (Not Stated in the 

text). 

  T F NS 

1 Tea was first brought to Russia from China.    

2 Tea was known as a strong remedy before it was brought to Russia.    

3 The tsar immediately loved the new drink.    

4 Mikhail Fedorovich held regular assemblies of court in order to make the 

nobles get used to drinking tea. 

   

5 Russia started importing tea from China in the 18th century.    

6 At first tea cost a lot of money.    

7 Drinking tea helps one to fall asleep.    

8 Tea was an important part of Russian life in the 19th century.    

9 Russian tea is served with sugar.    

10 The modern tradition has replaced the traditional sign of hospitality with 

coffee. 

   

 

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet! 

 

Part 2 (15 minutes)  

Reading (6 points) 

Read about the people in texts 1–6. They all would like to learn something new. Match 

schools/ courses A–G with the people whose interests they can satisfy. There is one letter you 

do not need to use. 

1 Edwina works for a multinational 

company with branches in most European 

countries. She really needs to learn 

French and German, but she has very 

little spare time and thinks it could be 

difficult to find time. 

A The Language School 

Take courses in more than just languages! 

You can learn about the culture and the 

history of the countries where the 

languages we teach are spoken! We 

specialize in less common languages 



spoken in Asia in the Far East. 

2 Damian got his job as soon as he left 

school. He never had the chance to go to 

university. He isn’t very happy with his 

job, but he knows he can’t get a better 

one without a degree. He might try a part-

time degree course if it’s not too 

demanding. 

B The Internet School 

We offer a variety of courses in over a 

hundred different subjects from 

accounting to interior design. You don’t 

have to attend the classes: all courses are 

offered 100% online. A certificate is 

mailed to you when you finish. 

3 Alice has a lot of time on her hands. She 

is a very creative person with a lot of 

imagination, which she really doesn’t use 

very much right now. She already has a 

lot of hobbies, but she’d rather learn 

something new that would let her use her 

imagination. 

C Professional Communication 

Language courses in most European 

languages at all levels, from beginners to 

advanced. Most of the coursework can be 

done online and you only need to attend 

classes once a fortnight on any evening. 

Ideal for busy professionals. 

4 Paul doesn’t work; he looks after the 

children while his wife goes to work. He 

would like to do something for himself, 

learn something new or take up a new 

hobby, but he needs to stay at home. 

D Access to Education 

We have courses in economics, business 

administration and management, leading 

to a degree. The course programme is 

extremely flexible, ideal for working 

students, and uses a combination of online 

study and face-to-face tutorials. You may 

attend at a time that is convenient for you. 

5 Rhona is a school teacher. She teaches 

mathematics, but has always been 

interested in art and culture. She takes a 

great interest in the philosophy and 

civilization of the East. She may go to 

Vietnam next year. 

E Business Courses 

Do you have a head for Business? Our 

dynamic courses will give you the know-

how to keep up in an ever changing 

business world. Offering everything in 

between Business Administration and 

Accounting, we have an opportunity to 

suit your learning style and needs. Two 

years of intense studying will lead you to a 

degree you are dreaming of. 

6 Philip finds his life boring. He works 

nine to five, but has no other interests and 

F The Writing Centre 

The Centre offers creative writing courses 



would like to find something to do in the 

evening, maybe enroll on a course to 

learn something new, but nothing too 

demanding. 

and workshops for people who are 

interested in a career as a writer. Lessons 

are two or three times a week. You can 

choose between writing a short story or a 

novel. 

  G The Music Academy 

We’ve just introduced part-time courses in 

Jazz singing and/or playing the guitar 

specially for adults! All lessons take place 

in the evening. Courses for both beginners 

and more advanced students available! 

 

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet! 

 

Part 3 (30 minutes) 

Use of English (14 points)                 

Task 1 

Read the text below and choose the correct word for each space. For each question 1 - 10, 

mark the correct letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet. 

  

New Home – New School (By Megan Williams, aged 13) 

 

 Last year my Dad got a new job. It was in a town (0) ___A_____ was 100 km from our 

home. Mum and Dad (1) ____________ we would have to move, because it was a long way for 

Dad to (2) ____________ every day. When they (3) ____________ me about their plan I was upset 

(4) ____________ I loved my home and school. I was worried that I would (5) ____________ all 

my friends and teachers a lot. Anyway, six months (6) ____________, my family moved to the 

town of Hexford. The house was much bigger than our old one, and (7) ____________ my bedroom 

window I (8) ____________ see the sea. I wasn’t looking forward to the first day at my new school. 

I felt really (9) ____________ about meeting lots of new people. But when I got there everyone was 

great! My class teacher was nice and I (10) ____________ friends with two girls in my class. 

Moving home isn’t that bad, after all! 

 A B C D 

0 which where who what 

1  chose decided selected picked 



2  transport carry tour travel 

3  said spoke told explained 

4  because so but and 

5  forget lose leave miss 

6  further after next later 

7 down along from away 

8  shall could must would 

9  nervous disappointed angry bored 

10 knew found made met 

 

Task 2 

Choose the correct answer. 

1. What is the capital of Australia? 

a) Sydney            b) Canberra           c) Melbourne 

      2. Where is Nelson’s Column situated? 

            a) in Trafalgar Square               b) in Parliament Square           c) in Piccadilly Circus 

3. Who is the author of Harry Potter? 

a) Carroll                   b) Rowling                c) Quidditch 

       4. There are …stripes and … stars on the American flag. 

            a)  45/13                    b) 50/13                 c) 13/50 

Part 3 (30 minutes) 

Writing (10 points) 

You have received a letter from your English penfriend Tom who writes:  

 …..My dad bought me a laptop yesterday. It’s cool! Now I can play computer games 

everywhere! But it drives my mum crazy. She says that all computer shooting games are 

stupid. What do teenagers in your country do in their free time? Do you like or dislike computer 

games and why? What do you use computers for?....... 

 

Remember the rules of letter writing. 

Write a letter to Tom. In your letter 

-  answer his questions and tell him about your town and spare time 

- Use 80-100 words. 



 

 

 


